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is a publication of MADVS Board of Directors. 
Please call Membership Chair Emily Smith at 

573/882-5456  
or e-mail smithes@health.missouri.edu 

to inform us about any mailing list changes. 
Editor: Stephanie Spradling 
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Spring Education Report 
 
“There’s life after Volunteer Week! Hangin’ 
with your DVS pals from Missouri will make 
you smile…” was the theme for the MADVS 
Spring 2004 Conference held in Branson, 
Mo. on April 30.  Twenty-one DVS profes-
sionals attended the conference. The day 
started with a welcome from MADVS Presi-
dent, Jeri Grimes who introduced new mem-
bers in attendance, Jean Cannon, Kathy 
Hemme, Linda McIntosh, Kay Steward and 
Pam Stockham. Jeri also updated the group 
on the two strategies from the Board for 
2004- professional education and plans for 
CAVS exam in Missouri during early 2005 
and the new MADVS web site which is be-
ing coordinated by board member, Deb 
Dickinson. 
 
Our morning speaker was Mr. Larry Dinges, 
HR Director from Skaggs Community Health 
on the topic of “Planning and Program De-
velopment with Mission and Values." The 
afternoon speaker was Mrs. Tracey Barton, 
Chief Marketing Officer from Skaggs Com-
munity Health on the topic of “Community 
Collaboration, Advocacy and Public Rela-
tions.” Both speakers received high marks 
on conference evaluations and deserve a 
round of applause for sharing their expertise 
with us! During lunch, Bev Taulbee, MADVS 
Professional Development, facilitated a dis-
cussion on a variety of topics submitted by 
attendees earlier in the day.  
 
The conference theme was carried out 
through artwork on nametags and certifi-
cates of attendance with art of a person re-

laxing in a hammock designed by Stepha-
nie Spradling. Bev Taulbee and Jeri 
Grimes showed off their creative side by 
creating bright yellow flowers complete 
with a smile face “potted in candy” for 
each table, which were used as door 
prizes.  Each attendee also went home 
with a variety of logo items including a 
CoxHealth umbrella. 
 
The spring conference was just a taste of 
what to expect next fall at our annual state 
convention, Nov. 3-5 at Tan-Tar-A. We 
are planning an even bigger and exciting 
conference that will be a highlight of the 
year for MADVS membership. Please 
mark your calendar to attend and don’t 
forget to keep your Wed. night calendar 
clear to be available for the MADVS Din-
ner Meeting. This will be the best time to 
learn about things that you specifically 
need or want to take back to your hospital. 
Plus, the dinner company is sure to be 
wonderful! 
 
Please continue to attend the Region 
Roundtables and remember the topics at 
the roundtables will be helpful to every-
one, even if you are not interested in the 
CAVS exam. The topics are relevant to all 
working DVS professionals and will help 
us grow. Remember, our profession is 
what we make it and if we want to be con-
sidered skilled business people, we must 
continue to learn.  
 
Consider this quote from Dale Carnegie, 
“If you want to be enthusiastic, act enthu-
siastic.” 
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